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 Fall is always an exciting time of year for a 
church - missions teams have gone and come home; 
youth groups have had additional activities and camps 
and are gearing up for fall; Bible studies begin to 
crank up; and people’s lives and schedules get back to 
normal, meaning they often return to being at church 
on a regular basis.  During this time, pastors often get 
amped up thinking about what God may have for 
them and the church as they look forward to the next 
few months.  Your pastor is no different! 
 As we’ve come through summer and are 
heading into the new school year, we come to a 
natural time in the calendar for us to think about who 
we are and how we communicate that.  Throughout 
the last several months the staff, the elders, and I have 
worked through a process to help us do just that.  The 
end result of that process is a fresh Mission and 
Vision statement that will help communicate who we 
are and guide decisions in ministry. 
 Our new Mission statement is Helping 
People Take Their Next Step In Following Jesus.  
You’ll begin hearing that more and more as we move 
into what God has for us together.  Following are the 
six statements about who we are and what we think is 
important. 
 I’ll preach through this statement beginning 
in October.  Our hope and our prayer is that you’ll 
join us as we Help People Take Their Next Step In 
Following Jesus! 

Helping People Take Their Next Step In 
Following Jesus 

 
We focus on Jesus 

The entire Bible points us to Jesus. He is the 
center of all we are and all we hope to accomplish. 

 
We love Redding 

We believe God calls us to be part of the 
community He entrusted to us. 
 

We will be a healthy, growing church 
We will love God as He reveals Himself through 
Scripture and creation, love His people, and love 
those who need to find Jesus. 
 

We seek meaningful relationships 
We believe God will use the people of Redding 
Christian Fellowship to reach neighbors and 
nations. 

 
We sacrifice our preferences to make it easier for 
others to find Jesus 

We will engage today’s culture so everyone can 
experience the gospel in a way they understand. 

 
We value all generations 

Using our resources, wisdom, and experience, we 
will be a church where older generations 
encourage younger generations to follow Jesus. 
 

Observations from Pastor Rick  

 My truth!  Really? 

 I recently heard a political leader speak of “My 
truth!”   So is there “MY” truth and possibly “YOUR” 
truth? 

  I do not believe there is such a thing as “my” 
truth.   There is just truth,  period!   If it is not truth 
then it is falsehood.  Such absolutist thinking is very 
foreign to our world today.   In our culture it is more and 
more common to give people the freedom to develop 
their own kind of truth.   In the Scripture this is called 
everyone doing that which was right in their own 
eyes.   Study the book of Judges and you will see an 
amazing parallel to our day.  In the early part of the book 
(Judges 2) we read that the people served the Lord God 
and remembered the great things He had done in                   
delivering the Israelites from bondage in 
Egypt. However, a new generation arose that seemed to 
forget about the days of Moses and Joshua. Because of a 
vacuum in godly leadership, they turned to their own 
devices and lived according to what was right in their 
own eyes (Judges 21).   Sounds a lot like living according 
to  what we call today, “my truth”.   The “truth” is that 
this can lead to complete anarchy and terrible outcomes 
just as it did then and is doing now.  In the 1930’s a kind 
of “my” truth mentality prevailed in parts of the world, 
that caused millions of people who were not part of 
“that” truth to be killed. 

  My real intent in writing here is to show that 
we sometimes take a similar approach to our  study of 
the Bible.  In group Bible studies some will ask, “What 
does this passage or verse mean to you?”  We then go 
around the circle sharing what we feel a particular                   

passage is teaching.  We then smile and say how great 
Scripture is that it can mean so many things to so many 
people!  I would suggest that this is really very                       
dangerous.  It will be helpful if we carefully differentiate 
between interpretation and application of Scripture. 

  There is one interpretation of Scripture.  Most 
of the time it is fairly easy to determine what a biblical 
author meant by what was written, although at times  it 
can be challenging. If we suggest there are several              
interpretations, only one is the correct one.  In certain 
instances all of the interpretations might be incorrect, but 
there is always only one interpretation.  The task of the 
student of Scripture is to try to discover what that                 
meaning or interpretation is.  

  On the other hand, there can be many                    
applications of Scripture.  A verse may have a specific 
reference  to Israel for example, but the principle it                
espouses might possibly apply beautifully to many kinds 
of circumstances or situations.    In a group Bible study it 
would be good to ask how we might apply a portion of 
Scripture to our lives, our marriages, our family life, our 
church life, or our business life.   There could easily be 
many answers. We should begin though with its                  
interpretation.  There is only one answer. 

  We used to sing, “Every promise in the Book is 
mine, every chapter, every verse, every line”!  That is 
simply not true.  Some promises are to specific nations 
and some promises are specifically focused on                           
unbelievers.  I want no part of their promises and you do 
not either I am sure.  This is just another example of 
careless thinking.  In II Timothy 2:15  Paul exhorts      
Timothy to be diligent in finding God’s approval by     
carefully and accurately or “rightly dividing” the Word of 
Truth.  The word used speaks of cutting.  Paul built tents 

Continued on next page 
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“Pray and Pursue” has set the tone for this 
year of Global Outreach.  I want to thank our Global 
Ministry team for all their hard work to make this 
weekend happen.  I also want to thank all those that 
shared local and global ministries with their displays 
and took time to keep us informed. Our Faith Promise 
pledges keep coming in.  You didn’t need to attend the 
Missions Emphasis Weekend to participate with Faith 
Promise. You may be asking yourself, what is Faith 
Promise? A Faith Promise is an agreement with God 
in which you look to Him in faith to supply a sum of 
money He lays on your heart to give to Global                   
Ministries Outreach.  It is over and above your regular 
tithe.  No one keeps track, it’s between you and God. 
You can find out more in the brochure in the foyer 
about what Faith Promise is and what it is not.  You 
can also call Pastor Jerry Mapes at the church office. 
We are excited to continue to work where the Lord is 
blessing.  The Lord has given us a great responsibility 
to use what He supplies to expand His Kingdom. We 
have had three from our own congregation leave this 
fall to serve in fulltime ministries overseas.  Praise the 
Lord!  And we have two more who are in the last year 
of preparation before their departure, also overseas.    
Please prayerfully consider how you can help in their 
support through Faith Promise. 

Are you ready for Christmas?  

It’s  coming…… 

You need to save the date for  

“Bethlehem Live”!                                             
December 6th – 8th, 2017                                                     

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm each night. 

Bethlehem Live will be a great evening of walking 
the streets of Bethlehem.  Meet the store keepers, 

shepherds, try to avoid the Roman soldiers, and the 
tax man, listen to the story of the Innkeeper.  Dress 
warm and enjoy some hot soup.  Then sit and enjoy 

some good music from Redding Christian                          
Fellowship’s choir and orchestra.  Come and celebrate 

the birth of our Savior.  You will need a ticket to                  
enter through the gates of Bethlehem. Tickets will 
be free but needed to enter.  Tickets available in                

November.  

so we can picture him perhaps thinking of cutting out animal skins 
carefully to fit the pattern for tent making.  The words used speak of 
making a straight cut.  Any seamstress knows how important it is to 
cut straight. 

  In the Bible we find that teaching is a very solemn                      
responsibility.  James reminds us that some should not teach.  One 
reason is that teaching the Bible is such a serious matter.  If we are 
not “rightly dividing” or cutting it straight, we may end up                       
misleading people, pointing them into serious error, and perhaps 
even causing them to end up in destruction.  If you teach children, 
students or adults the challenge is the same.  If you are a Bible study 
leader, a life group leader or if you teach a class in any of our church 
outreaches, be careful!  Study well, pray a lot, be humble and                     
gracious.  Acknowledge when you are unsure of a teaching and then 
go and seek help. 

  In the 21st century this subject has become much more 
important because now everyone can be a teacher as we use social 
media.  Think on this!  In the past, theological debates were                      
entertained largely by educated scholars.  Today everyone can be a 
“scholar” and use the social media platform as a lecturn from which 
to teach.  Things can be put into print today that in the past would 
never have seen the light of day. Anything in print seems to have an 

aura of authenticity or legitimacy to it even it spouts non-
sense.   Those who cannot discern truth from falsehood have 
no way to measure the accuracy of what they might find on 
social media.  When you think about it, it is frightening! 

  We thank God for all those at Redding Christian 
who teach in one capacity or another.  Keep it up but  be               
careful to “cut straight’! 

 

~ Pastor Rick  
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The Young Adults 

 The Young Adult Ministry is in the full swing of school, work, and life. Most all of our 
Young Adults are attending school and/or holding down a job of one kind or another. We also 
have several young professionals working as assistant architects, media creators and managers, 
restaurant managers, pastors, and even a fork lift driver. We have been holding our Monday 
evening meetings in the CoffeeHouse. We have been working through the book of                        
I Thessalonians and have really been enjoying the discussion. We have seen some new faces join 
us over the last several months as well! We are also working on the possibilities of partnering 
with a team to the Czech Republic this next year. Please pray for us as we try to balance work,  

         service, and life. 

 

CoffeeHouse 

      If you have been to the CoffeeHouse lately you will have noticed that there have 
been quite a few changes. The team of volunteers have been busy at making our             
CoffeeHouse even better. A huge thanks to Austin and Katie Weber, Andrea Brown, 
and Melanie Beard for giving time and energy to making this all happen for us. We also 
have several other volunteers who have been helping make some of our new specialty 
drinks, some with caffeine and others without. The proceeds from these drinks are                

going to help support missionaries that Redding Christian has been working with. So before you go to Starbucks or 
Dutch on Sunday morning for your coffee remember the CoffeeHouse. We are now accepting credit and debit cards to 
make it easier to purchase your drinks. 

 

Worship Ministry 

 It has been an exciting journey, stepping into this new role as the Worship 
Pastor at Redding Christian Fellowship. I would like to thank the many people who 
have been supportive in this transition, because it is never easy stepping into a new 
role. Both Jerry and Ron have helped  support me and make this transition a smooth 
one. Looking forward to the ministry that awaits us at Redding Christian is very 
exciting. One of the main things I am working on is getting more of our youth             
involved in our worship ministry. This includes our media, sound and projection as 

well as our worship teams on the platform. Our Praise Choir has begun to join us in leading worship on Sunday morn-
ings. As you look at our Praise Choir you should notice some younger folks joining this choir as we encourage their 
participation. My hope is that the praise choir creates opportunity for some new faces to join us in  leading worship 
Sunday mornings. Jerry and our Christmas Choir has begun rehearsals for our Christmas production. The music for 
Christmas and plans for the production are beginning to take shape. The High School worship team is continuing to 
grow stronger in their skills and joined us as we led worship for the Missions Conference. I am looking forward to 
building more bridges between the Youth ministries and our Sunday morning services in the future. My wife will get 
the opportunity to lead worship, with some of the women from the worship ministry, at the women’s retreat on             
October 27-29. And lastly, we are beginning to think about the Sundays leading up to Christmas including Christmas 
Eve which will be on a Sunday this year. All very exciting...  

 It is a joy to serve our Lord as a Worship Leader. My hope is to equip, train, and encourage our other youth 

and adults to lead worship. We are putting into place tools, resources, and people who will help us make that a reality. I 

am so very excited about the future of Redding Christian. 
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 Please contact registrations leader, Carolyn     
Burdick at 356-8546 if needed, final payments  will be 
received Sunday Mornings between services,  Oct 1-15th 
OR can be dropped off at church office: no later than 
OCT 12th (allowing for office closed Fri.- Sunday) :          
ATTENTION WOMENS MINISTRY . 

       I'm hoping you can sense my excitement and 
anticipation in this letter,  for what God is doing, and 
what He yet will do, ……BUT….if not…Please feel free 
to connect with me in person, …Its  my delight and JOY 
to offer an ear to listen, a warm hug, or private                       
connection for prayer and Information as we seek and 
serve Jesus together! My closing scripture of                           
encouragement to you is : Romans 8:38-39.    

You are Valued and loved !      

Sharon  

S haron’s 

haring... 

 Fall is in the air, Ladies ! it's one of my very 
favorite times of the year, and possibly yours as well.  
We’ve managed to endure 70+ days of over 100@ temps 
over these last three months, and to me, it's a reward to 
now sleep soundly with my windows open and know that 
the beauty of our surrounding area will soon be                     
resplendent with colors and aromas of the Season. I             
continually marvel at how God chose to create us with 
senses;  to see, smell , taste and Enjoy the beauty of our 
world. I consider myself MOST BLESSED to have been 
born in this country, and to live in such an incredibly 
beautiful surrounding . We have only to look out our 
windows, or walk or ride our roads to experience the 
beautiful Mountains, Lakes, rivers and magnificent               
seasonal color changes, to appreciate how blessed we are. 
I encourage you to view these sights and stop to 
THANK and  Praise Him,  who created it all!  

    Speaking of Creating ?.........In Gods marvelous 
design, He imparted to us , creative genius…the ability 
to think, imagine and create. At Redding Christian, you 
will see some amazing works of Music, Teaching,              
Mentoring and Ministering, events and activities , all 
with the purpose of helping people (Women, especially) 
to take the next step in following Jesus. 

       September is our Launch month for Tuesday 
morning and evening Ladies Bible Studies, Precepts 
Tuesday Evening and Wednesday classes, Ministry 
groups focused on healing  such as Grief Share and             
Divorce Care, Quilters and Sewing Ministries designed 
to comfort those in need, and special periodic events     
designed to include all women who are interested in 
serving others with their gifts. I welcome new comers as 
well as regular attenders to contact me on Sunday         
mornings, as I make every effort to connect in our 
church Foyer, with as many Women as possible (My 
main focus, of course, but also families and the fine Men 
that serve here at RCF) I'm open to questions, and ideas ,  
and those who are seeking connection opportunities. You 
can also contact me through our Church office. It's my 
desire to keep open communication between our Ladies 
and multitude of Ministries available for you to serve, 
participate and grow in your Christian Faith.  

        UPDATE: Currently, our WOMENS                
YEARLY RETREAT scheduled for October 27-29th is 
FILLED to capacity.  We are thrilled, looking forward to 
what God has in store for our ladies who attend this 
event. FINAL PAYMENTS for this weekend are Due 
October 15th DEADLINE, to secure your reservation ! 
Please note, that we are unable to hold reservations for 
your room if these payments are not received by this 
date!  (OCTOBER 1st is our suggested final payment 
target date, and there will be a surprise for those who 
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Summer Sunday School School School…. is over 
This year we started a new tradition called Summer Sunday School 
School School….(imagine an echo ). All K – 5th grades reported to their 
classrooms and then met up for one large Sunday School class. There 
were anywhere from 10 to 30 kids in class, which made for an exciting 
time. Our theme for Summer Sunday School was “One Way”. All of the 
songs, lessons, memory verses, and activities were tied to the one way 
to God. For example, one of our memory verses was John 14:6, “Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” John 14:6. If you noticed, we put the 
reference, what we call the address, at the beginning and end because that’s how we learned verses for Summer Sunday 
School School School….  

 
Story: A student from Summer Sunday School was overheard telling his parent that he wanted to go back to church after service 

was over. The parent responded by saying, “But you were just at church.” The boy said, “I know. I want to go back.”  
 
Sunday School: 
Now that Summer Sunday School is over we have started Sunday School. 
We are learning new verses and have started a new lesson series entitled 
“God the Creator King.” While there are many other exciting things            
happening with our K-5th grade Sunday School classes we'd like to share 
with you The One Thing. One of the things Mister Brown has done in                    
K – 5th grade class is that the students are required to tell one of the leaders 
at least one thing they have learned in class at the end of class time. That 
one thing can be something new they learned, something they were                    
reminded of, or something they liked about the lesson. Often times the kids 
will recite the memory verse or use a big word they may have learned in 
class that day like regeneration. It has been real exciting to see the kids 
process what they have learned. In addition, it has been great to see the parents engage with the one thing questions. 

 
Story: 

Mom to student after Sunday School: “What’s your one thing?” 
Student: “Well, I’m not in class anymore.” 
Mom: “Well, tell me anyway?” 
Student explained what he remembered about regeneration.  

 Impact is up and running with mentors back in the schools meeting with             
students. The school year has proved to start with a bang as we have already served 
dinner at Rother elementary’s back to school night. Over 400 people were served 
food prepared by our incredible Joyce Tripp and Gerry and Ame Dodge. Hope Valles 
has also provided leadership in an afterschool Bible club on the campus of Shasta 
Meadows. Please be in prayer that Hope’s team would be able to encourage students 
to grow or perhaps establish a relationship for the first time with Jesus Christ.  

We have once again scheduled three different 
skate nights at Viking Skate  country. These are 
fun events for the whole family. Skating and pizza 
are provided by the church on Saturday Oct. 21, 

at Viking Skate Country from 4:45-6:45pm. All RCF families are invited along 
with all Impact mentors with their students. Flyers will be sent to all the stu-
dents that attend Rother, Mistletoe, and Columbia Elementary schools. Please be 
in prayer that God would use this fun event to draw individuals into a stronger  
relationship with Him.   

For His Glory and Honor, 

Caleb 

IMPACT News 
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 As students begin to settle into the school routine the high school ministries are up and 
running. During our Wednesday night, 7:00-9:00pm youth group program we recently completed 
a series that took us most of the summer on how an individual defends their faith when asked           
questions. We will now spend the rest of this calendar year taking a look at various parts of the 
Gospels. 

  This last month we took our students across town to Sycamore school to help the                   
principal paint on the playground. We only worked about 2 hours but it is amazing how much 
work you can get done with 30 people in 2 hours. After we were done painting Bernard and Lori 
Aguilar were very generous and hosted us all for dinner at their home. Thank you Bernard and 
Lori!!! 

  As we look forward to the next 2 months we will be providing the thanksgiving meal for the residents at the Lorenz Hotel 
again. This event is a great way to show the love of Christ to people that we normally do not have the opportunity to interact with. 

  We are also gearing up for the Middletown mission trip where we will be helping to rebuild homes that burned down in the 
fires of 2015. We will partner and serve with Hope Crisis Response Network. We will be taking the trip over Veteran’s Day weekend 
because most public schools will be closed on Friday in observance of the holiday. We will be leaving Thursday night, November 9th and 
we will return Sunday, November 12th. If you are interested in this trip please plan to attend the informational team meeting on October 
15, at 12:30pm in the Chapel. 

     

For His Glory and Honor, 

 

Caleb 
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Past Events  

 Every year for the past several years, the junior high ministry has taken a weekend in        
September to put on a Service Retreat. This year the event took place over the weekend of                     
September 8th-10th. This is a time where the students are paired with leaders on work projects for 
men and women from our church congregation. The projects include things like delivering and 
splitting wood, yard work, digging, and much more. Through these projects, students learn                 
practical ways that they can show the love of Christ to those around them. The 2017 Service                
Retreat was an event that impacted both the students and those whom they were serving. A huge 
thanks goes out to all the volunteers who helped make the projects possible through the use of tools 
and those who graciously hosted us. Many people volunteered their time and energy to help make 
this event successful. We give all the Glory to God for providing all the volunteers and resources 

      necessary for a great weekend of service. 

Current Events  

 This year we are off to a great start as the school year has been in full swing for roughly a month now.  We are excited 
to see what this upcoming school year has and we are excited to share some of the things happening right now. It is such a              
pleasure to have a student led worship team coordinated by one of our Baseline leaders. Cindy Donarico is doing a great job as 
she helps organize the Baseline worship team and recruits new students to be a part of the team. God has gifted us with talented 
students and leaders and it’s great to see them use those talents to worship God. Next month we will also launch a student led 
leadership team. This group helps students take ownership in their youth group as they help facilitate and plan activities and 
learn how to act as servant leaders.   

Future Events 

 Missions trips are some of the most impactful trips that students take with the youth group. For the third time, Redding 
Christian Fellowship is taking a group to Middletown to help with an organization that provides assistance to victims of the Lake 
County fire. For this trip, the Junior high will partner with the High School students as we have done several times in the past. 
Please consider partnering with us in prayer November 9th-12th as we head down to Middletown to serve over the weekend.  

 Also in the winter months, Baseline will be packing shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Last year we packed 400 
shoeboxes and we plan to pack 500 this November. We have invited the high school ministry to join us for this event. It is a great 
time to be able to give back during the holidays and share with others around the world, what God has blessed us with. More 
information about Operation Christmas Child will be available as we get closer to the event. Watch the announcements to see 
how you could be involved in this event. Thank you for your prayers and support. God is faithful.  
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ATTENDANCE AND  

GENERAL FUND GIVING  
                 

                  Celebration                                                                                     

       1st / 2nd          Total            Giving                            

8/6/17……..474/ 298……….772……...$21,029.91 

8/13/17……479/307………..786……...$17,052.08 

8/20/17……448/340……….788……….$14,875.03 

8/27/17……467/341……….808……….$14,763.81 

9/3/17……..485/365 ………850……….$22,240.95 

9/10/17…….427/326 ……..753……….$19,059.30 

9/17/17…….430/398 ……..828…..…...$14,342.65  

9/24/17…….461/371 ……..832……….$14,240.20  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Below you will see the fiscal year to date financial status of 

Redding Christian Fellowship. The Elder Board would like 

to keep the congregation informed on the financial status of 

the church and the various projects that are ongoing at       

Redding Christian Fellowship. You are welcome to address 

any questions or concerns by contacting the church office. 

 

As of August 31: 

 

Fund: 

 

Those listed below are or have 
been ill or in the hospital, 
recuperating at home, have lost 
a loved one or welcomed a new 
little one into their family.  
Let’s lift them up in prayer. 

 

 

 

Illnesses 
Betty Achten     
Dan & Glenda Berger 
Margaret Brady 
Jody Charbonneau 
Richard Cheatum 
Shirley Coker  
Mary Doboyne 
Pete Ferrer 
Ed Fishburn 
Judy Gama-Strausser 

Louis & Donleita Gerdes 
Hal Hanesworth 
Loretta Humphries 
Darlene Idehara 
Del Jacobsen 
Laurie Lemon 
Deanna Olsen 
Mary Olsen 
Ed Robertson 
Kati Rosten 

Barb Spellman 
Debbie Walters 
Barbara 
Wiedenhoeft 
Glen Mapes 
Don Mangrum 
Betty Ramsey 
Warn Seachao 
Rory Woods 

Deaths 

Allan Odell         K.C. Farrar                                
Dennis Ervin      June Lee                                                   
Caleb Larsen 

The G r e a t  RCF P.E.P.  
Potato Bar & Ice Cream Sundaes 

 

Thursday, October 26th                                                                      
At 11:30am  

 

 

$2.00 in advance  & $3.00 at the door 
 

Join us for a great time of fellowship and great food!  
 

Make your reservation and pay at the information desk or 

the church office by  Tuesday, October 24. 

General fund giving:                             $938,350.69     

Operating expenses:                              $979,242.83 

Missions giving:                                     $198,206.69                                   

Missionary funds disbursed:                $196,665.04  



2157 Victor Avenue 

Redding, CA 96002 

Celebration Services - 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - Main Auditorium  

Duane Helle 
(chairman) 
Ken Abbott  

John Kelley 

John Chelonis                    

Troy Foster 

Ken McDonald  

Bruce Schlange 

Rick Penner 

John Craft 

 

OUR ELDERS 
CONTACT US:  

Phone:  530-222-3425         

Fax:  530-222-3490         

www.rcfellowship.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Thursday 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.            

Bill Hawes 
(chairman) 
Dave Donarico 
Dan Londen 
Gary Kalsbeek 

OUR DEACONS 

George Rhoderick 
Don Dunham 
Don Greene 
Robert Andrade 
 


